CHP encourages vigilance
against HIV/AIDS
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Annual HIV/AIDS Statistics
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1984 — March 2022, Hong Kong (N=11317/2338)
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Routes of transmission of Year 2022 (Jan — Mar), n=85
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Route of transmission of HIV infection

(cases with reported route of transmission)
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Heterosexual transmission ZEMHiEfgEEESs
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Number of reports
remained at a

stable level
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Number of reports
decreased in
recent quarters
when compared to

the peak
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Unusual increase of HIV new infections
among female sex workers
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* Involved female sex workers (FSWs) or female ever
engaged In commercial sex activities
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« Atotal of 5 cases of new HIV infections from FSWs
were recorded from August 2021 to June 2022.
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Unusual increase of HIV new infections
among female sex workers
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All cases are Chinese, aged 51 — 63 (median 54).
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One of them presented with symptoms of HIV seroconversion (acute infection) while
the remaining 4 diagnosed through HIV testing after suspected exposure and had no
symptom. They had last negative HIV tests within 3-19 months.
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» All cases are stable and currently under HIV treatment and care.
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» All were known to have ever engaged in commercial sex activities, mainly at Yau

Tsim Mong District and Sham Shui Po District.
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Preliminary investigation findings
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* Preliminary epidemiological investigations conducted so far
have not suggested a common source of infection among
these affected female cases.
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* Phylogenetic analysis of their sera suggested a point source
of infection was unlikely.
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Preliminary investigation findings
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« Epidemiological investigations suggest that all cases were
Infected locally through high-risk heterosexual contacts
with unprotected sex have accounted for the outbreak.
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* Investigation is ongoing to study if other female sex workers
and their male clients in the community were affected.
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Public health prevention and control
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« CHP has stepped up liaison with AIDS community organisations serving
FSWs to reinforce testing and counselling services through their network,
targeting FSWs working at Yau Tsim Mong and Sham Shui Po District
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« AIDS community organisations has enhanced both online and offline HIV
prevention interventions targeting male clients of FSWs, with provision of
mobile HIV testing and free condom distribution at places they frequented
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Public health prevention and control

measures
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Enhance promotion by DH’s Red Ribbon Centre and AIDS community

organisations to raise the public awareness of HIV/AIDS and to
promulgate safer sex practice among high-risk heterosexuals
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Enhance promotion and testing and counselling service on HIV and
other sexually transmitted infections (STls) by the DH's Social
Hygiene Service for FSWs and their clients
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Enhance surveillance and clinical vigilance to monitor the situation
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Health promotion with NGOs
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Protect oneself - FSW and
their male clients
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* Avoid unsafe sex
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» Always use condom if have sex
- BREMEHZZE
» Especially if have multiple sex partners
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* [n or outside Hong Kong
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HIV testing
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® AIDS Hotline for HIV Testing: 2780 2211
Free, Anonymous and Confidential
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® Social Hygiene Clinics, Department of Health
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® AIDS Community Organisations
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® Private doctors
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Services by DH Social Hygiene Clinics
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Wanchai & Wanchai &
Yung Fung Shee ZEE Yung Fung Shee ZE &
Tuen Mun TP Tuen Mun TP
Fanling ¥4 Fanling ¥ &8
Yau Ma Tei fiHt, Yau Ma Tei (by appointment only)
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HIV Testing Services by Community

Organisations
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Telephone &%

Action for REACH OUT & 9669 8108
AIDS Concern BiEE=% 6387 5551
C.H.O.|.C.E. BEEX E L% 3188 9024
Hong Kong AIDS Foundation &S ZFEES® 2513 0513

The Society of Rehabilitation and Crime Prevention, HK
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HIV self-testing by Red Ribbon Centre
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https://dh-hivst.com.hk/self-test
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« Early HIV treatment effectively prevents progression to
AIDS.
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« People with HIV who achieve sustained viral suppression to
an undetectable level with treatment will not transmit the
virus through sex, i.e. Undetectable = Untransmittable (U=U).
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fﬁ in life, we move forward { Iﬁ; In life, we move forward
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Anonymous, confidential testing

Early treatment for a healthy life
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